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Collaboration between Art and the Community:
Focusing on Musical Activities
at the Rodin Wing of the Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art

GOTO Yukari

This paper evaluates the author's musical activities at the Rodin Wing of the
Shizuoka Prefectural Museum of Art since 2014 from the perspective of arts
management in the community. Arts management in a community requires not only
assessing the extent to which art is reintroduced to the community but also enriching
the activities of artists and the art itself in the process, and fostering the creation of
new values and creative activities by integrating them with the cultural resources of

the community.

The paper outlines the past music activities and highlights the following three
accomplishments of arts management in these activities: (1) By connecting local
cultural resources with the artists' art, the community's cultural assets were exposed
to new audiences, revealing fresh possibilities for appreciation. (2) Artists themselves
were provided with opportunities to deepen their own expressions and expand their

activities. (3) These creative endeavors contributed to the cultivation of civic pride.

Considering the above, the musical activities at the Rodin Wing can be assessed
as a form of arts management that not only revitalizes the community through art but
also enriches both the artists and the art itself through engagement with the
community, fostering the creation of new values and creative activities by leveraging

the community's resources.
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Tetsutaro Kakami et André Gide (1)

— sur les points communs apparaissant dans leurs critiques musicales —

NISHIMURA Yukio

Tetsutaro Kawakami (1902-1980), critique littéraire dont I’importance est égale
a celle de Kobayashi Hideo, a traduit Les Notes sur Chopin d’André Gide en 1934.
S’il a bien des fois montré sa sympathie profonde pour ce texte gidien, ce n’est que
presque 20 ans aprés la publication de sa traduction qu’il 1’a mentionné pour la
premiére fois. Il nous semble qu’on ne peut donc pas savoir ce que le critique-
traducteur en pensait dans les années 1930. D’ailleurs, nous supposons que Kawakami
a été attiré par les Notes lorsqu’il a entamé leur traduction, car il avait déja montré
dans ses critiques musicales écrites dans les années 1920 et 1930 une esthétique
musicale trés similaire a celle de Gide. Voici les trois points communs que nous
constatons dans les textes musicaux de Kawakami et de Gide.

Premiérement, les deux écrivains pensent que la musique idéale doit étre pure.
D’une part, Gide avance que la musique de Chopin est « la plus pure ». Par les termes
«pur [e]» et «pureté», le romancier désigne une des particularités de 1’ceuvre
chopinienne qui exclut « tout développement oratoire ». D’autre part, Kawakami, qui
tombe en extase devant la « musique pure » (jun-ongaku), voit ’incarnation de son
idéal artistique dans la musique de Fauré qui ne contient aucun élément « superflu ».

Deuxié¢mement, Gide et Kawakami adoptent une méthode critique qui consiste a
ignorer les éléments extra-musicaux. En analysant I’ccuvre chopinienne, 1’écrivain
francais évite de se servir des faits biographiques et des analogies littéraires ou
picturales. On peut dire que 1’écrivain japonais adopte une position semblable, car il
dédaigne « ce que les biographes écrivent » et affirme que ceux qui gotlitent la musique
en y rattachant « de beaux paysages ou des images sentimentales » avilissent cet art
sonore.

Troisiemement, ils ne cachent pas leur antipathie envers les virtuoses. Selon Gide,
ceux-ci dissipent les charmes incontestables mais tres délicats de Chopin par leurs
« trop habiles » et ostentatoires exécutions. Kawakami, de sa part, critique sévérement
la surestimation de la technique qui accroit le prestige des virtuoses. En déconseillant
aux interprétes de recourir trop a la technique qui n’est qu’un des moyens pour faire

ressortir la beauté musicale, il leur souhaite une exécution « avec force, fiévre et vie ».
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Ryuichi Sakamoto and broken pianos:

in terms of Japanese gardens and nogaku

HARA Rurihiko

This paper discusses the characteristic thought about the piano that musician
Ryuichi Sakamoto (1952-2023), who carried out a wide variety of activities, was
cultivating after the 2010s. Piano was the primary musical instrument Sakamoto
played throughout the course of his life. However, since the 2000s, Sakamoto grew
interested in first Japanese gardens, then the Japanese traditional performing arts of
nogaku (noh and kyogen), and ultimately incorporated them into his works. It may
seem that there is no relationship between piano and Japanese gardens or nogaku, that
the piano is incompatible with them. However, Sakamoto gradually cultivated “anti-
piano” thought and discovered a method to endow the piano with elements that suggest
these classical Japanese cultures. To begin with, this paper takes up the nogaku
collaborative performance LIFE-WELL by Mansai Nomura, Ryuichi Sakamoto, and
Shiro Takatani (2013, at Yamaguchi Center for the Arts and Media) and rethinks
Sakamoto’s method of playing the piano at the performance, while referring to the
concept sawari (obstacle) as discussed by musician Toru Takemitsu (1930-96). Then,
in thinking about breaking piano, two pianos are considered: one is a tsunami piano
damaged by the tsunami disaster of 3.11. and the other is one set in the open air garden
of Sakamoto’s house in New York. This paper finally calls “music as ruins” or “music
as niwa (garden)” the music Sakamoto was pursuing through these broken pianos and
argues that the installation /S YOUR TIME exhibited in connection with his album

async in 2017 is his arrival point based on his own thought about the piano.
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